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Indigenous Acknowledgement

The lands on which Edmonton sits and the North 

Saskatchewan River that runs through it have been 

the sites of natural abundance, ceremony and culture, 

travel and rest, relationship building, making and 

trading for Indigenous peoples since time immemorial. 

Edmonton is located within Treaty 6 Territory and within 

the Métis homelands and Métis Nation of Alberta 

Region 4. We acknowledge this land as the traditional 

territories of many First Nations such as the Nehiyaw 

(Cree), Denesuliné (Dene), Nakota Sioux (Stoney), 

Anishinaabe (Saulteaux) and Niitsitapi (Blackfoot). 

The city of Edmonton owes its strength and vibrancy to 

these lands and the diverse Indigenous peoples whose 

ancestors’ footsteps have marked this territory as well 

as settlers from around the world who continue to be 

welcomed here and call Edmonton home. Together 

we call upon all our collective honoured traditions and 

spirits to work in building a great city for today and 

future generations.
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We’re young, ambitious and  
building something extraordinary. 

Edmonton is ready to welcome the world. We’re young, 

ambitious and building something extraordinary. With 

a population of just over one million, Edmonton is one 

of Canada’s youngest and fastest growing cities. We’re 

building a resilient and diverse economy, attracting 

the best and the brightest and striving to be a world 

leader in environmental sustainability. We value quality 

of life, community safety and a welcoming spirit that 

embraces new people and new ideas.

Edmonton is a city of risk-takers and business owners 

- and our local municipal government and partners 

continue to deliver business-friendly and enhanced 

programs, promote innovation, support businesses 

of all sizes and stages and  work together to identify 

and reduce red tape, streamline services, and reduce 

barriers to investment in our city. 
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Edmonton is an incubator for cultural and economic 
innovation and is an open door to residents, inviting 
the good will, ideas and energy of those who wish to 
collaborate in the development of our future.

We are Growing
• Edmonton had a population of 1.1 million in 2021. The population 

of Edmonton increased 0.87 per cent year-over-year, and 
increased 9.63 per cent  in the last five years.

• Edmonton is the northernmost city in North America with a 
population of over one million.

• YEG, Edmonton’s International Airport is the 5th busiest airport 
in Canada in terms of passengers and Canada’s most northerly  
24-hour major airport.

We are Affordable
• The average cost of a townhouse in Edmonton is $370,000 

compared to $990,000 in Toronto and $1.1 million in Vancouver.

• Edmonton was ranked number one in Canada by Canadian 
Home Builders’ Association when looking at factors impacting 
housing affordability.

• Alberta is the only province with no PST or HST and offers the 
lowest overall taxes in Canada.

• Edmonton was ranked by the Urban Reform Institute’s 
Demographia International Housing Affordability Study  
for 2021 as the lowest in Canada and fourth-lowest globally.
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We are Efficient
• The City’s permit and license service improvements save 

applicants $5.3 million and 67,600 days collectively each year. 

• Some improvements include:

 - Processing over 90 per cent of permit and license 
applications online

 - Reducing business license approval timeline by 50 per cent  
where a building permit is not required

 - Granting partial commercial building permits for tenant 
improvements

 - Reducing sign permit timelines by 50 per cent

 - Expanding the expedited infill house permits program

 - Automating residential permit reviews

 - Implementing Safety Code Inspector optimization 
technology

• New Business Licence bylaw creates efficiencies by providing 
clearer, more consistent regulations and licensing requirements. 

• The new bylaw also allows the City to respond more quickly and 
decisively to new and emerging business types. 

• New Zoning Bylaw reduces barriers to businesses like exempting  
some business uses from requiring development permits which  
helps remove business location barriers.
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We are a big city getting bigger all the time. No matter  
how large we are, it always feels more like home when  
we are part of a community. It’s about welcoming new 
residents and developing housing, recreation, schools  
and employment in all of our districts that can be  
better accessed through all forms of transportation.  
Edmonton’s communities are its lifeblood.

We are Fun
• Edmonton has over 50 festivals annually, in all seasons.

• The Edmonton International Fringe Theatre Festival and 
Edmonton International Street Performers Festival are the 
largest and longest-running in North America.

• The Edmonton Heritage Festival is the world’s largest  
multicultural festival. 

• West Edmonton Mall is the world’s second largest mall - 48 
city blocks with 800 stores, 5.3 million square feet with almost 
31 million visits per year. It also has two hotels, over 100 dining 
venues, nine world class attractions, including world waterpark 
with the world’s largest indoor wave pool, North America’s 
largest indoor amusement park, ice rink and aquarium.  

• Duchess Bake Shop: one of the most talked about foodie 
destinations in North America and was named on Buzzfeed’s 
ultimate bucket list of “23 Bakeries Around the World You Need  
to Eat Before You Die” 

“Be ready for the bombardment of 
kindness and be open to it because it’s 
saved us. We just have the best neighbours 
ever. Don’t get me wrong, we love our 
family, but we haven’t felt homesick yet,” 
says Khalil.

First impressions: New Edmontonians share 
their experience - why.edmonton.ca

https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/first-impressions
https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/first-impressions
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Edmonton is a welcoming and healing city. 
Edmontonians show their community spirit and 
openness by caring for one another. Edmonton is 
culturally diverse and this diversity will continue to 
grow over time. 

Edmonton is rooted in concepts and efforts to improve 
equity, end poverty, eliminate racism and make clear 
progress towards Truth and Reconciliation. These 
are complex, multi-faceted problems that require 
a number of different approaches. Edmontonians 
know that making a great city of any size depends on 
empathy and looking out for one another. The more  
we reach out to those who need support, the stronger 
we all become.

We are Diverse
• First generation newcomers make up 32 per cent of the 

region’s population, creating diverse, welcoming and vibrant 
communities and workplaces.

• Edmonton has the second largest urban Indigenous population 
in all of Canada.

• More than 125 languages are spoken in the Edmonton region.

• International migration added 33,297 net new residents to 
Alberta in the third quarter of 2022. This was the largest single-
quarter gain from international sources in the current data series, 
which started in 1971.

“I think that we’re starting to see that Indigenous people are seen as 
equals, we’re seen as collaborators, we’re an untapped potential that 
can contribute to the greater Canadian economy,” says entrepreneur,  
Mallory Yawnghwe.

Cree entrepreneur creates new trade routes  
for Indigenous businesses - why.edmonton.ca

https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/indigenous-box
https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/indigenous-box
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Edmonton is a centre for innovation, creativity and 
technology, harnessing and fueling our city’s growing 
passion and entrepreneurship. Edmonton will continue 
to be competitive in the face of a changing world.  
We create the conditions, places and partnerships  
to retain the talent we have and attract new talent.  
We are a creative and entrepreneurial hub around 
which investment, innovation, technology and  
talent will gather.

We are Educated
• Edmonton is the first Canadian city to be accepted to the  

UNESCO Global Network of Learning Cities.

• We have a young, educated talent pool with seven universities,  
colleges and technical institutions. 

• 60 per cent of our workforce has post-secondary training.

• Urban Work Index ranked Edmonton as the third best city in  
the country for youth work. 

• The University of Alberta is ranked in the top 100 of world’s  
top institutions and among the top five universities in Canada.

• Edmonton Public Library has 21 public library branches across 
the city and was named Library of the Year in 2014 by Library 
Journal magazine and won the IFLA Green Library Award in 2021. 

“I chose U of A because it’s 
one of Canada’s top five 
universities and home to 
some of the top-notch AI and 
machine learning research in 
the world,” says Charvi.

First impressions:  
New Edmontonians share their 
experience - why.edmonton.ca

https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/first-impressions
https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/first-impressions
https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/first-impressions
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We are Skilled
• NAIT (Northern Alberta Institute of Technology) is one of the 

largest apprenticeship trainers in Canada with 15,000 graduates 
from 33 trades annually.

• Norquest College is the largest and mostly highly rated practical 
nursing program in Canada.

We are ‘Smart’
• The University of Alberta ranks first in Canada and third in the  

world for Artificial Intelligence research.

• Google Deepmind’s first international research lab opened in 
Edmonton with an estimated value of $4 billion (2018).

• Alta ML and Trust Science, two Edmonton Artificial Intelligence 
based companies rank high on list of Canada’s top growing 
companies in 2022.

• City of Edmonton’s award-winning Open Data Portal was 
launched in 2010 and provides access to hundreds of datasets to 
promote transparency and innovation. Edmonton was the first 
organization in North America to adopt the International Open 
Data Charter, committing to implementing global best practice 
standards for open data.

Helping women from all walks 
of life feel supported and 
empowered contributes to a 
thriving city.

Women Building Futures -  
why.edmonton.ca

https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/women-building-futures
https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/women-building-futures
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We are Industrious
• Edmonton is being recognized as an emerging regional hub for 

artificial intelligence and start up industries, using high-tech  
and automation to create opportunities and developments. 

• Alberta Machine Intelligence Institute (Amii) provides support 
to businesses implementing artificial intelligence and machine 
learning, and partners with global industry leaders, notably 
Google Brain, IBM, Microsoft Research, and Volkswagen  
Data Lab.

• Service business software Jobber, the second fastest growing 
software company in Canada, is currently in 47 countries, and 
businesses using the platform deliver $6 billion in services.

• Canada’s foremost cluster in nanotechnology with the National 
Research Council’s Nanotechnology Research Centre - one of 
the world’s largest buildings for nanotechnology research. 

• There are more than 75 indie game developers in Edmonton.

We are Innovative
• With over 930 startups/scaleups in the region and 20 support 

institutions and accelerators for our local ecosystem, we have 
the fastest growing tech sector in North America.

• Edmonton ranked third in Canada for the number of employees 
supported by venture capital investment in 2021 with 7138. 

• 70 per cent of life sciences companies in Alberta are in 
Edmonton.

• Edmonton ranked as the fastest-growing tech sector in  
North America in 2021.

“Growing up here made me feel like anything is 
possible,” says Hudson. “The fact that a major 
global video game company was right here in 
Edmonton got people thinking about the fact that 
you could do this kind of work in Edmonton.”

Creating new worlds of adventure and  
cooperation in Edmonton - why.edmonton.ca

https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/video-game-developers
https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/video-game-developers
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Edmonton is a city of possibility and passion.  
Our growth should drive climate resilience ahead 
and strengthen our natural systems. As a livable city, 
development and sustainability must be allies, not 
competitors. Edmonton is at the forefront of two 
important trends for our region—continuing to  
develop a healthy city while also paying attention  
to what will surely be one of the great challenges  
of our future: protecting and enhancing our land,  
air, water and biodiversity.

We are Green
• First commercial scale waste-to-bio fuel facility in the world.

• We are the world’s second largest producer of low-cost 
hydrogen. New $1.3 billion hydrogen plant will be a leader in 
hydrogen development in Canada. 

• Projected $40 billion in investment in hydrogen by 2023 with  
66 per cent of Canada’s hydrogen supply produced in Alberta 
and most of it in the Edmonton region.

• Edmonton is dedicated to becoming a low carbon city by 2050 
with an electric vehicle strategy, a battery-electric fleet of buses 
and emission neutral buildings.

We are Natural
• Edmonton boasts the largest urban park in Canada with over  

160 km of maintained pathways and 20 major parks all tied  
into the River Valley - 22 times larger than Central Park  
in New York City.

• One of the sunniest cities in Canada with over 2300 hours of 
sunshine every year. 

• The City of 
Edmonton’s Tree 
Canopy Expansion 
program will plant 
two million more 
trees by 2050.

“All of us are getting older, so we need  
to work with the youth of the world to  
help move things forward,” says Cook.  
“They are the future.”

Harnessing the energy of students in Edmonton 
and around the world - why.edmonton.ca

https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/harnessing-student-energy-in-edmonton-and-world
https://why.edmonton.ca/stories/harnessing-student-energy-in-edmonton-and-world

